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Acts 8: 25-40 Study Guide.
Last week, you studied the first part of Acts 8 which began right after Stephen’s stoning at the
end of Acts 7. As we finish up Acts 8 in this study guide, we will have some areas
of review of Acts 8:1-24 to keep all in context.

Scriptures in Study Guide:
To make things easier, the actual verses from Acts 8:25-40 will be included
in your daily lessons to help you with the missing words.
Scriptures included are in the NKJV (New King James Version).

Day 1 (Review of Acts 8:1-24)
Pray God open your heart and understanding to what He would have you learn today from His Word.
Read all of Acts 8 out loud and answer the following review questions below.

* Review Questions from Acts 8:1-24 (you can also refer to last week’s study guide):
« When a great persecution arose against the church in Jerusalem, where did the church
scatter to? (See Acts 8:1) throughout the regions of and
« Who stayed in the church at Jerusalem? (See Acts 8:1) the
« According to Acts 8:4, what did those scattered believers do in the regions of Judea and

Samaria? They were the word (of God).
- According to Acts 1:8, where did Jesus say that they would be His witnesses? In
Jerusalem, and in all and and to the end of the earth.

« Who, (Acts 8:5), goes down to the city of Samaria to preach Christ to them?
- What did the least to the greatest of people in Samaria call Simon the sorcer? “This man is
the of God.”

» Who is the true “Power of God”? (See Acts 1:8) the Spirit

« What does Philip preach to the people of Samaria? (See Acts 8:12) the things concerning
the of God and the of Jesus Christ.

« According to Acts 8:13, what amazed Simon? Seeing the and

which were done.
- According to Acts 8:14, why do the apostles send Peter and John to Samaria from
Jerusalem? They heard that Samaria had the of God.
« Why would it be surprising to these Jewish apostles for Samaria to have received God’s
Word and believed? (Refer to John 4:9)
+ Who did these new Samaritan believers receive? (See Acts 8:17) the
+ According to Acts 8:18-19, what was Simon the sorcer’s reaction to witnessing evidence
of the Holy Spirit being given through the laying on of the apostles’ (Peter & John) hands?

- What did Peter say to Simon the sorcer when he wanted to buy God'’s gift? (See Acts 8:20-21)

« What does Peter tell Simon the sorcer that he needs to do to be saved from his sin’s
bondage and bitterness? (See Acts 8:22-23) of your wickedness and
God will forgive the thoughts of our heart.
« What does Simon the sorcerer do instead of repenting? (See Acts 8:24)

» Write out Acts 2:38:
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Day 2 (Acts 8:25-26)

Today’s Scriptures:
25 So when they had testified and preached the word of the Lord, they returned to Jerusalem,
preaching the gospel in many villages of the Samaritans. 26 Now an angel of the Lord spoke to

Philip, saying, “Arise and go toward the south along the road which goes down from Jerusalem
to Gaza.” This is desert (or a deserted place).

Acts 8:25:
+ So when they had and preached the word of the , they returned
Jerusalem, preaching gospel in many villages the Samaritans.

* Questions:
* In Acts 8:25, who does “they” refer to? (Remember “so” is a connection word to events that
happened right before; see Acts 8:14)

and

+  What did Peter and John do with the word of the Lord?

+  They and the word of the Lord.
+  Where did Peter and John go after they testified and preached the word of the Lord?

. to
+ As Peter and John returned to Jerusalem, where did they preach the gospel along the

way? In the of the Samaritans.
Deep Dive:

As we dig a little deeper into the events of Acts 8, let’s look at the difference between an
“apostle” and a “disciple”. Peter and John are apostles and disciples of Christ. Philip is not
an apostle, but a disciple. (Remember this is Philip from Acts 6 and not the apostle Philip from
the gospels. According to Acts 8:1 the apostles stayed in Jerusalem.) All who believe God’s
Word through the apostles’ eye-witness accounts (written in Scripture past their lifetime) are
disciples (learners) of Christ.
*  Question:
* According to Matthew 28:19-20, what are Jesus’ disciples (including us)
commissioned to go and “make of all nations”?

All Christians (the meaning is “little Christs”) are disciples of Jesus Christ. But there are only 12
apostles (means “one who is sent” by One Who has authority). The 12 apostles are those who
were chosen by Jesus Christ and physically sent by His authority. They are the physical eye-
witnesses of the God in the flesh (God Incarnate) - Jesus.

+  Questions (look up the Scriptures below to fill in the blanks):

* According to Matthew 10:1-4,

* how did Jesus get His 12 disciples (His apostles)? He them.
+  What did Jesus give them?

* According to Mark 3:14, Jesus appointed these 12 disciples (who became His
apostles) so that He might be with them and them out to preach.

* According to Acts 1:20b-22, the 11 remaining apostles after Jesus’ resurrection
had to fill Judas’ vacated spot to fulfill Old Testament Scripture (Acts:1:20b - “Let
another take his office”).

+ Below, list the requirements for another to take the 12th apostle position to
become a “witness of His resurrection” with them (see Acts 1:21-22):
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Day 2 continues on the next page
Day 2 (Acts 8:25-26); cont’d

Since this was the “apostolic age” (meaning that this is when Jesus’ apostles physically lived),
biblical scholars differ in regard to whether there were additional “apostles” (such as Paul)
during this era. That (if there were more who were recognized as “apostles” during this age) is
up for interpretation and not salvational. The main emphasis is that the “apostolic age” closed
with the passing of these men. This is why there are no new revelations in regard to Scripture
and ended with the last apostle’s death. We, who are Christ’s followers, are disciples; not
apostles.

Acts 8:26:
*  Now angel of the Lord to Philip, saying, “Arise go toward the south
the road which goes from Jerusalem Gaza.”

+ This desert (or a deserted ).

*  Questions:

+  Who did the angel of the Lord speak to?

+  What did the angel of the Lord tell Philip to do? and toward the
along the which goes down from to Gaza.

*  What else do we learn, in Acts 8:26, about this place that the Lord is telling Philip to go?
That this is .

«  What additional information in parenthesis do we learn about this “desert”? Itis a

place.

Tomorrow, we will delve into how God moves through Philip’s obedience to begin to fulfill the
rest of Acts 1:8.

Where did Jesus say that they would be “His witnesses” (see Acts 1:8):

Day 3 begins on the next page
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Day 3 (Acts 8:27-31)
Pray God open your heart and understanding to what He would have you learn today from His Word.
Read all of Acts 8 out loud (to keep in context). Answer following questions below today’s Scriptures.

27 So he arose and went. And behold, a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under
Candace the queen of the Ethiopians, who had charge of all her treasury, and had come to

Jerusalem to worship, 28 was returning. And sitting in his chariot, he was reading Isaiah the

prophet. 29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go near and overtake this chariot.” 30 So Philip ran
to him, and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, “Do you understand what you are

reading?” 31 And he said, “How can |, unless someone guides me?” And he asked Philip to
come up and sit with him.

Acts 8:27-28:

. he arose went.

* And behold, a of Ethiopia, ___ eunuch of great under Candace the
of Ethiopians, who charge of all her , and had come ____ Jerusalem
to worship, returning.

. sitting his chariot, he reading Isaiah prophet.

Questions:

* Who arose and went? (See Acts 8:26)
* Where did Philip go to? (See Acts 8:26)
* Where is the man from that Philip encounters? A man of
« What else do we learn about this Ethiopian man? He was a
* How much authority did this Ethiopian eunuch have?
* Who physically gave this Ethiopian eunuch this great authority? the queen
of the .

* How much of the Ethiopian’s queen’s treasury did he have charge of?

* Why had this Ethiopian eunuch gone to Jerusalem? To
* Where do you think he was returning back to? (Hint: where is he from)

* What 2 things was this Ethiopian eunuch doing in his chariot? and
Isaiah prophet.

Acts 8:29:

* Then Spirit to Philip, “Go near overtake chariot.”.

Questions:

+ What did the Spirit instruct Philip to do? near and this chariot.

Acts 8:30:

* So ran to him, and him reading the Isaiah, and said, “Do
understand what you reading?”

Questions:

+ What did Philip do when the Holy Spirit told him to go & overtake “this chariot”? to him

+ What did Philip ask the Ethiopian eunuch? Do you what you are ?

Acts 8:31:

* And he , “How can |, someone guides me?”

+ And asked Philip come up and sit him.”

Questions:

+ What did the Ethiopian eunuch say he needed for someone to do?

* What did the Ethiopian eunuch ask Philip to do? up and with him.

Write out Matthew 28:20:
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Day 4 (Acts 8:30-35)
Pray God open your heart and understanding to what He would have you learn today from His Word.
Read all of Acts 8 out loud (to keep in context) and answer questions below today’s Scriptures.

Today’s Scriptures:
32 The place in the Scripture which he read was this: “He was led as a sheep to the slaughter;
And as a lamb before its shearer is silent, So He opened not His mouth. 33 In His humiliation
His justice was taken away, And who will declare His generation? For His life is taken from the
earth.” 34 So the eunuch answered Philip and said, “l ask you, of whom does the prophet say
this, of himself or of some other man?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this
Scripture, preached Jesus to him.

Acts 8:32

* The in the Scripture he read was this: “He ledas____ sheepto
__ slaughter; And ____ alamb before its shearer ___silent, So He opened His mouth.

Questions:

+ What was the Ethiopian eunuch reading? The place in the
+ The place in the Scripture that this Ethiopian eunuch was reading was:

- He was as a to the

- And as a before it’s shearer is , So He opened His .
* In Exodus 12:5, what animal was suppose to used as a sacrifice? A without blemish.
* In Exodus 12:11, what would this “feast” be known as? “The Lord’s J
* In John 1:29, what does John the Baptist refer to Jesus as? The of God.

+ At what “feast” was Jesus crucified? (See John 19:14)
* According to John 19:9, how did Jesus respond to Pilate’s interrogation of Him?

Acts 8:33

* In His His justice was away, who declare His
generation? For life is from earth.”.

Questions:

+ What was taken away in His (meaning Jesus’) humiliation? His

+ What question is asked in this OT Isaiah Scripture? And who His generation?

+ Where was His life taken from? The

Acts 8:34

+ So eunuch answered Philip said, “l ask , of whom the prophet
say , of himself or of other man?”.

Questions:
« What did the eunuch ask Philip? Was the saying this of or

some other . (Basically, was Isaiah talking about himself or Someone else?)

Acts 8:35

. Philip opened ___ mouth, and beginning ____ this Scripture, preached Jesus ___ him.

Questions:

- What did Philip open?

« Where did Philip begin at in order to preach Jesus to him (the eunuch)? This

« Why is daily Bible study (in addition to Bible reading) necessary to fulfill the Great
Commission of Jesus to His disciples? (See 1 Peter 3:15) we need to be ready to give an

« Can a person explain what they, themselves, do not understand?

*Note: The Holy Spirit, Who lives in every child of God, gives us understanding as we study the
Scriptures. We must show ourselves approved by filling our minds with the study of God’s Word.
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Days 5 (Acts 8:36-40)

Pray God open your heart and understanding to what He would have you learn today from His Word.
Read all of Acts 8 out loud (to keep in context) and answer the questions that follow.

Today’s Scriptures:
36 Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, “See,

here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?” 37 Then Philip said, “If you believe with
all your heart, you may.” And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of

God.” 38 So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went
down into the water, and he baptized him. 39 Now when they came up out of the water, the
Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so that the eunuch saw him no more; and he went on his

way rejoicing. 40 But Philip was found at Azotus. And passing through, he preached in all the
cities till he came to Caesarea.

Acts 8:36:

* Now ___ they went down the , they came to water.

« And ____ eunuch said, “See, is water. What hinders from baptized?”
« Questions:

+ When they went down the road, what did they come to? Some
+ What did the eunuch ask Philip when he pointed out there was some water? What

me from being ?
Acts 8:37:
. Philip said, “If believe with all heart, you 7
« And he answered said, “I that Christ is the of God.”
+ Questions:
« What did Philip tell the Ethiopian eunuch was required before he could be baptized? If you
with your .
+ How did the Ethiopian eunuch answer Philip? | believe that Christ is the
of God.

* Write out Hebrews 11:6 -

*Note - in order for a person to have faith in God, a person must believe God is and the Word that He
speaks. When a person believes God’s Word to be true, then their belief demonstrates their faith and the
life that follows demonstrates that faith. (See James 2:18). Once the Ethiopian eunuch’s heart was
opened to the Truth of God, he demonstrated his desire to obey God’s command to follow in outward
believer’s baptism. Jesus demonstrated that physical example in Matthew 3:13-15.

Acts 8:38:

. he commanded chariot stand still.

+ And Philip and eunuch went down the water, and he baptized

+ Questions:

+ As aresult, what did the Ethiopian eunuch command for the chariot to do?

+ Who went into the water together? Both and the

« What did Philip do to the eunuch when they both went down into the water? He him.

Day 5 is continued on next page
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Acts 8:39:

. when they up out of water, the Spirit ____ the Lord caught away, so
that eunuch saw him no more; he went on his rejoicing.

+ Questions:

+ What happened when they (Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch) came up out of the water? The

of the caught away.
+ Did the Ethiopian eunuch see Philip anymore after his (the eunuch’s) baptism?
« What was the Ethiopian eunuch’s reaction after his baptism? He went on his

Acts 8:40:

. Philip was at Azotus.

+ And passing through, preached in all cities till he came Caesarea.
* Questions:

+ Where did Philip find himself? At
* According to Acts 8:1, except for the apostles, what made followers of Christ scatter

throughout the regions surrounding Jerusalem? A great
+ According to Acts 8:4, what did those who scattered from Jerusalem do?
* What did Philip do in all of these cities as he passed through (see Acts 8:40)? He
« Where did Philip eventually end up? He came to

*Note: Azotus is also known as “Ashdod”. This was the area where the Philistines use to live (their
civilization went out of existence by 5th century B.C.; 500 years before Jesus Christ). This area would be
around coastal region of modern-day Israel.
In Acts 1:8, Jesus told His followers that they would be “His witnesses” in “Jerusalem”, “all Judea and
Samaria, and to the “end of the earth.” Ethiopia is in Africa and this propels the gospel farther outward.

Deep Dive:

(Let’s compare this to Simon the Sorcer’s reaction after his “baptism”)
+ According to Acts 8:13,

« what was Simon’s reaction after his baptism? He was

+ what was Simon amazed about seeing? and

+ Looking back on Acts 8:39, the Ethiopian eunuch also experienced a “sign and wonder” by Philip
miraculously being taken physically away from him.

* What, however, is his response? He on his way

*Note: just because a person goes through the “steps” of Christianity doesn’t confirm their salvation.
Their salvation is “evidenced” by the life they live from that point. (Galatians 2:20 says that Christ now
lives His life through ours; we are submitted to Him and His ways). Simon was drawn to the “gifts” over
the “Giver”. Our hearts will betray us, like Simon the sorcer’s heart did in Acts 8:21. When our hearts
betray us, we have an opportunity to repent and seek God (as Peter instructs him to do in Acts 8:22). If,
however, we seek “relief” from consequence of our sin (as Simon the sorcer does in Acts 8:23) instead
of genuine repentance of offending God (as in Acts 2:38-39), then our hearts will deceive us and our
hearts will be divided between ourselves and God.

Write out Deuteronomy 4:29:

Let me know if you have any questions. I’'m here. I’'m praying for you.



